











» The Absentee Voting program is not difficult if you plan

ahead. Since I knew I was deploying, I requested my bal-
lot be sent to my deployed location. The MPS provided an

online tracking program to I was able to see that my ballot
did reach my polling place before the deadline.

The main problem I and many other embassy officials had
was that we requested absentee ballots in plenty of time but
they were late arriving. Mine, my spouse and colleague’s
were mailed from our [county election office] in plenty of
time but they were held up at the APO sorting facility in
NY [zip] for weeks. In fact, my county told me they had
mailed one ballot 10 days ahead of another one, but they
both arrived here the same day. So the problem was with
the postal service. They clearly were holding ballots. Two
colleagues received their ballots YESTERDAY from the
same sorting facility. I realize that this part is really not
your problem but it is outrageous that the postal system al-
lowed this to happen. I think it needs to be looked into by

someone, if not your offfice.

« Actually, my first ballot was received very early. I believe

early October. However, the postal carrier left it in the rain.
1 sent it back as a spoiled ballot, changed the delivery ad-
dress to my work address and got another fairly quickly.
However, the problem was I returned my ballot via Express
Mail Service, EMS, shipping from the Korea Post Office. I
mail stuff home all the time via regular mail and it usu-
ally takes just 7 or 8 days. This time, my ballot sat in US
customs for 6 days! It was clearly addressed to my depart-
ment of elections, so I don’t understand what the delay was
and I'm concerned that my ballot isn’t the only one left to

languish in customs. It did get delivered because I'd mailed
it early enough. I hate to think that it might still be en route
had 1 sent it regular mail.

My state election office [city, state] emailed both primary
and general election ballots to me. I thought this service was
Jabulous! I also heard that early voting was available in my
state and some other states, and also think this is great prog-
ress in our election process. I work for the Peace Corps in
[country], and was very happy that we had access to so many

voting resources to help our volunteers easily participate in

the election process. The process was much easier now since

there are more [transmission] options than in the past.

Thank you FedEx for sending in all ballots for FREE from

American citizens living in China! That helped a lot!

1 also voted from overseas in the 2004 US Presidential Elec-
tion, and found it to be much easier this year, mainly due to
the OVF/FedEx initiative. Thank you very much for offer-

ing this service -- it really makes a difference!

Possibility of sending ballot by FedEx or other service was
not included with voting material received from my [state].
Flyer said “Postal service only.”

I was travelling when my ballot arrived, and would not
make the deadline if I mailed in my vote, so I chose the op-
tion of faxing in my ballot. The fax number for the [county]
Supervisor 0f Elections, as stated in the instructions, never
worked. I tried for 6 days. Sometimes I got a busy signal,
but every time the fax machine answered’ and I tried to

send my ballot, it would not receive it.

Expected to receive ballots in the post, and nearly missed the

election waiting for it.

Our 230-year-old system is outdated and in bad need of
complete reform. We should be able to just walk into our
consulate with passport in hand and vote (as in many other
democracies, e.g., Sweden, Spain, Australia, etc.), with no
other byzantine registration or ballot request or FIWAB
problems. We lead the world in IT and Internet technol-

0gy; there is no excuse in the 21st century.

It is 2008. Why can’t we offer Internet voting?... I person-
ally want to see this put in place for the next election. Tag
it a green movement - save paper and gasoline - and maybe

something will get done.

Registered to vote. Serving in Afghanistan. Never received
a ballot. Tried to use the Federal Absentee Write in process
- still required me to mail in the ballot and I was out of
time. Got screwed by my state and am VERY angry!
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F. OTHER
» [t would have been very nice for those us of receiving email
ballots to have been able to print them at 8.5x11 instead of
8.5x14 because I had a difficult time finding a print shop
that would print at that size. It put off my ability to send
my ballot by almost a week.

» [ am thrilled to be questioned. Americans living abroad
need better representation in Congress and elsewhere to

protect our rights.

» Why does the ballot have to be marked with a PENCIL?
This facilitates ballot manipulation! Ink pen should be re-
quired.

[ think all states need to institute is a receipt policy, to let

people know that their registration or ballot was received.

v [ think that voter registration should be simultaneous with

social security registration

» The process should be made uniform for all Americans
abroad, independent of their state/county of origin specific

voting policies.

« Friends from other countries marvel at the difficulty we
have had and remark that no wonder we have such a low

turnout vate mmpared to their own country.

» How can Brazil have such a better, electronic, more efficient
system of voting, which is mandatory, than the US?! You
cannot believe the embarrassment this causes Americans
living abroad. It seems obvious that the voting system must
be made more uniform and made completely electronic so
that you can even vote from home if you wish. There is no
need to “invent” such a system since it already exists in
many countries. Simply study how it works in Germany,
Switzerland, etc. and modify it to the US’s needs.
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